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that organization will enable farmers to "fix prices7' upon their commodities, implying that all who may thereafter desire to farm in the particular line will be assured prices high enough to leave a profit above the costs of production. Indeed, it is a common thing to hear farmers say that the "wicked law of supply and" demand" is to be destroyed by the machinery which organization brings into operation. These, however, are mere suppositions on the part of people whose supply of facts is too limited to enable them correctly to judge the objects and accomplishments of efficient competitive marketing organizations.
In California, where almost every kind of farm product is being marketed by highly integrated marketing systems, the idea of organizing to overrule the law of supply and demand was discarded long ago.    Many years of experience on the part of exceedingly efficient marketing organizations, like the California Fruit Growers' Exchange, have proved definitely that supply and demand conditions must be heeded.    In fact, farmers of California have learned that organization itself serves its greatest purpose in making it possible to observe exactly what this law of supply and demand means, how it works, and therefore how products may be marketed to the best advantage.    Careful investigation of these organizations has revealed that their success lies in the certainty with which essential relations both of the local and of the country-wide sort are maintained.   In substance as well as in theory the numerous federated marketing organizations of California are strikingly similar.   Furthermore, they all apply the principles of business success in endeavoring to render efficiently the essential marketing services elaborated in earlier chapters of this book.   As a general rule, they have overcome the characteristic   weaknesses   of   the   regular  marketing  method. Duplication of equipment and of operating managements has been eliminated.   Storing in the interests of both farmer